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Wambaw Creek Canoe Trail (McClellanville):  This winding blackwater 
creek is one of the Lowcountry’s finest places to paddle. From Still Landing, canoes and 
kayaks can head either direction through the cypress/tupelo stands that line the creek. 
Warblers, kites, and wildlife are abundant. If you have a second car to drop, it’s a 5 mile 
paddle from Still Landing to Wambaw Landing.
Directions from Charleston:  Take Hwy 17 N to McClellanville, and turn left at 
the blinking yellow caution light onto Hwy 45 (French Santee Rd.). Go 4 miles and turn 
right onto Mill Branch Rd. (Forest Service Rd. 211). Drive 3 miles and turn left onto FS 
211-B. Continue .5 mile to Still Landing. To reach Wambaw Landing, continue 4 more 
miles past the turn for FS 211-B on Mill Branch Rd. (FS 211).

Bohicket Creek to the Edisto River (Wadmalaw Island):  
It’s evident just on the drive out to Wadmalaw’s Cherry Point Landing that you’re in for 
a scenic treat with this paddle. From the landing, head right past the sleepy, historic 
village of Rockville into Bohicket Creek. You’ll soon reach the open waters of the 
Edisto River and Botany Bay. Cross the expanse to the large creek opening just ahead 
and to your left and you’ll find yourself far from the development of Charleston and 
just inside the northern reaches of the ACE Basin. Dolphins are abundant here —
you’re likely to have a pod come snooping to check you out. Paddle into Privateer 
Creek, the narrow opening just to the right of your reentrance to Bohicket Creek 
back across the river. Legend has it that Blackbeard used to pull in here to clean his 
ship’s hull.
Directions from Charleston:  Take Hwy 17 S and quickly bear left after the 
Ashley River Bridge toward Folly Beach. Pass EarthFare grocery store on your right, 
cross another bridge, and take a right onto Maybank Hwy./SC 700. Continue across 
James Island, cross a bridge, then continue straight across Johns Island. Once on 
Wadmalaw, bear left at the split after 7 miles (remain on Maybank Hwy.), then con-
tinue 9 miles to Cherry Point Landing.

Related Resources
Local Paddling Expert:  Nature Adventure Outfitters / 843-928-3316 /
www.natureadventuresoutfitters.com. For guided trips, rentals, and other local 
paddling advice.

Paddling Gear & Maps:  Timeout Sports / 843-388-6266 / 675 Johnnie Dodds Blvd. # A, 
Mt. Pleasant / www.timeoutsports.net

Local Paddling Map:  Coastal Expeditions Map / 843-216-2131 / 
www.coastalexpeditionsmaps.com

Isle of Palms Marina:  843-886-0209 / 50 41st Ave., Isle of Palms / 
www.iopmarina.com

Current Tide:  www.dnr.sc.gov/news/tide.html
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Surf Angling the Morris Island Lighthouse (Folly Beach):  
The former Coast Guard station on the north end of Folly Beach is a favorite local 
escape with a maritime forest and empty beaches. Set up shop for a day of casting into 
the surf right where the island turns toward Morris Island and its iconic lighthouse ris-
ing from the waves. Fish shrimp on a popping cork or let a bottom rig sit with shrimp 
or mullet. Redfish and flounder are frequently caught as are small sharks and rays.
Directions from Charleston:  Take Hwy 17 S and bear left onto Folly Rd. When 
you reach Folly Beach, take a left on Ashley Ave. Park when the road dead ends. From 
the parking area, it’s about a 10-minute walk either on the beach or the paved access 
road to the island’s northern tip.

Cast from the Old Cooper River Bridge (Mount Pleasant):  
With the recent opening of the Mt. Pleasant Waterfront Park, fisherman have new 
access to the waters of Charleston Harbor. The remnants of the infamously narrow 
bridge over the Cooper River have been repurposed as a fishing pier, and trout, red-
fish, and sheepshead are all fair game. Bring the family and drop some chicken affixed 
to a string, and be ready to net some blue and stone crabs. There is a $5 charge to fish 
from the pier.
Directions from Charleston:  Take Hwy 17 N and take the first left in Mt.
Pleasant. Signs guide you through another left turn into the newly opened park.

Catch Monster Catfish (Lake Moultrie):  Electric utility Santee Cooper 
built Lakes Marion and Moultrie in the 1940s to generate power, but sixty years later, 
they’re best known for that project’s welcome byproduct — fish. From bass to crappie, 
the lakes have historically produced national record catches. Catfish take the prize. 
Whomever you choose amongst the many guides at the fish camps, you’re virtually 
guaranteed a healthy catch, and you might just land a 30+ pounder (a 109 pound blue 
catfish was caught this spring). 
Directions from Charleston:  Take exit 199 off I-26 W to Hwy 17A N. At 
Moncks Corner, left on to SC Hwy 6. Follow for 15 miles around lake to Hwy 45 
(Trojan Rd.). Turn right and head 2 miles until you cross the canal between the lakes. 

Kayak Fish the Harbor (James Island):  The grassy marshland that lines 
the West Ashley and James Island side of Charleston harbor is rife with sea trout and 
red fish. A kayak’s silence and stealth allows anglers a closer approach to their prey 
than in a motorized craft. Focus on the mouths of small feeder creeks opening up into 
the harbor, or just troll an electric chicken lure behind your kayak and paddle along 
the grass line against the current. The Holy City’s profile across the water provides an 
excellent backdrop for photographs of you with your catch.
Directions from Charleston:  We suggest putting in at the infrequently used 
Sunrise Park. Take the James Island Expressway to exit #2 and go southeast on Harbor 
View Rd. for 3 miles until it dead ends. Turn left onto Fort Johnson Rd. and go north-
east half a mile, then turn left onto Wildwood Rd. to the end and left onto Wampler 
Dr. Stay on Wampler Dr. until you see the parking area for Sunrise Park on the right.

Troll the Gulf Stream (Atlantic Ocean):  Hooking and reeling in a 50+ 
pound fish is an incomparable thrill, especially when the experience comes after 
rousing yourself at 3 a.m. for a two-and-a-half hour boat ride out to the Gulf Stream. 
Charleston’s marinas offer a host of offshore guides and charters. Trolling attracts 
anything from tuna to Wahoo to Bonita, all of which will fill your freezer with delicious 
souvenir dinners of your trip.
Directions from Charleston:  Depends on which charter service you go with.

Related Resources
Current Local Fishing Conditions/Bait Suggestions:  www.scfishingreport.com

Local Marina/Fishing Charters:  Isle of Palms Marina / 843-886-0209 / 50 41st Ave., Isle 
of Palms / www.iopmarina.com

Folly Beach Fishing Pier:  843-588-3474 / www.ccprc.com/index.aspx?nid=66

Mount Pleasant Waterfront Park:  843-884-8517 / Harry M. Hallman Jr. Blvd., Mt. 
Pleasant / www.mountpleasantwaterfrontpark.com

Fishing Charters:  AquaSafaris 843-886-8133 / www.charlestoncharterboats.com

Lake Moultrie Guide Listings:  www.santeecoopercats.net
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