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Since 2008, The Adventure Collective has been connecting people 
with the best local and regional outdoor adventures through print and 
digital adventure guides. In 2017, we will print three separate travel 
guides in the Carolinas with a total circulation of 300,000 copies. 
The guides are published in an 8.5” x 11” full glossy, magazine-style 
format and distributed at more than 100 locations in each market.

The market-specific content includes detailed descriptions and 
directions to each adventure, related resources, and engaging 
articles about photography, gear and destinations. Furthermore, 
the local “Best Of” content is organized in user-friendly categories  
such as hiking, biking, running, climbing, family friendly, events/
races, fishing, dog friendly, paddling, etc. In total, each guide has 
information about many of the best outdoor adventures and 
activities in each region.

OUR GUIDES

A GUIDE TO THE 
BEST ADVENTURES

 | WILMINGTON | OUTER BANKS | NEW BERN | CRYSTAL COAST |

2016 EDITION

COASTAL CAROLINA
ADVENTURE
G U I D E

FROM THE UPSTATE 
TO THE LOW COUNTRY

 | YOUR GUIDE TO THE BEST ADVENTURES IN SOUTH CAROLINA |
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ABOUT US
The aim of The Adventure Collective is simple: get more 
people outdoors. While some of this information can be 
found in various guide books and websites, our easy to 
use print and digital guides are the only free resources 
that consolidate market-specific and regional information 
covering numerous activity categories.
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EDITORIAL CALENDER

WNC ADVENTURE GUIDE
AD SPACE DEADLINE MARCH 15

We’ll print 100,000 copies of the 48-page WNC 
Adventure Guide on April 1 with delivery to over 200 
locations in WNC and beyond scheduled for April 15. 

COASTAL NC GUIDE
AD SPACE DEADLINE JAN.  1

We’ll print 100,000 copies of the 32-page Eastern NC 
Adventure Guide on Feb. 15  with delivery to over 200 
locations in North Carolina  beginning  March 15. 

SOUTH CAROLINA GUIDE
AD SPACE DEADLINE JAN.  1

We’ll print 100,000 copies of the 32-page South Carolina 
Adventure Guide on Feb. 21  with delivery to over 200 
locations in Charleston, Columbia, Greenville  and 
beyond scheduled for March 15. 

DISTRIBUTION STRATEGY
The goal of the distribution strategy is to reach active adults looking for adventure. 
Distribution points include retail (outdoor sports, running, biking, hiking, etc.), lodging 
locations, restaurants, visitor centers, resorts, and breweries/bars. Distribution is typically 
over a 12 month period with the highest pick-up rates from April to October.  In additino to 
being distributed to over 200 locations within the regional market, each adventure guide will 
be distributed to 20 of our most popular pickup locations outside of the immediate market in 
our three-tiered magazine racks.
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IN EACH GUIDE

The market-specific content includes detailed descriptions and directions to each 
adventure, related resources, and engaging articles about photography, gear and 
destinations. Furthermore, the local “Best Of” content is organized in categories such 
as hiking, biking, running, climbing, family friendly, events/races, fishing, dog friendly, 
paddling, etc. In total, each guide has information about many of the best outdoor 
adventures and activities in the region.

LOCAL EVENTS & RACES
We highlight some of the best events and races in each region throughout the year with a 
brief overview of what makes each event so unique.
• Races & Events
• Music & Film Festivals

HAND-PICKED ADVENTURES
We work with local writers and local experts to highlight a handful of adventures in a variety 
of categories for each location we cover. In a short & descriptive style we make the case for 
why each adventure is one worth pursuing.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS & MAP
There’s nothing worse than being miles from the nearest glimmer of civilization without 
cell reception trying to find your way to a trailhead when visiting a new area. For that 
reason, we include detailed driving directions for all of our adventures. The feedback we’ve 
received from local retailers who carry the guides is overwhelmingly positive and they cite 
the driving directions as one of the reasons they recommend our guides to their clients and 
visitors time after time. For those times when cell reception is better, however, you’ll find 
GPS-enabled turn-by-turn directions for each adventure on our website and mobile apps.

LOCAL RESOURCES & PARTNERS
Our local partners are the backbone of our collective. We turn to our sponsors and supporters 
for info on their favorite adventures and, as a result, they recommend our guides to their 
clients and store visitors in turn. It’s a symbiotic relationship that comes full circle when we 
turn our readers and website visitors their way. Whether our readers are looking for a great 
guided adventure, a local gear shop, a place to grab food or drinks after a big day or a place 
to sleep at the end of an adventure-packed day, our carefully selected local partners fill a 
specific niche that we believe our readers will appreciate and find beneficial.
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AD MEDIA SPECS SINGLE REGION TWO REGIONS  3 REGIONS

Full Page Ad $2750.oo $ 5000.oo $ 7000.oo

Half Page Ad (Stand-Alone) $2000.oo $ 3800.oo $ 5400.oo

Quarter Page Ad (Stand-Alone) $1150.oo $2100.oo $3000.oo

Half Page (Mixed Ad Page) $1000.oo $1850.oo $2600.oo

Quarter Page (Mixed Ad Page) $550.oo $950.oo $1400.oo

Single-Column Partner $1250.oo $2250.oo $3000.oo

Double-Column Partner $1850.oo $3500.oo $5000.oo

Inside front cover $3,750.oo $7,000.oo $10,000.oo

Inside back cover $3,500.oo $6,500.oo $9,000.oo

Back Cover $3,750.oo $7,000.oo $10,000.oo

Advertorial page $2500.oo $4500.oo $6000.oo

Advertorial 2 pages $4,250.oo $7,500.oo $10,00.oo

Advertorial 4 pages $7,500.oo $14,000.oo $20,000.oo

Special Ad Section (1/6 page) $400.oo $700.oo $950.oo

AD MEDIA RATES 
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AD LAYOUT OPTIONS

3

STEP AWAY FROM YOUR BACKYARD
AND STEP OUTSIDE YOURSELF

Start your adventure today.    800.852.9506    ExploreBoone.com    

Full Page Ad 
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Explore the RiverWay: Carrier 
Park and the French Broad River Park are the 

jewels of the 17-mile Wilma Dykeman RiverWay. At 
these two conjoined parks along Amboy Road, you can 
run or skate the paved greenways, fish from the piers, or 
pedal Asheville’s velodrome.  Also be sure to check out 
the bocce fields, the dog park, volleyball and basketball 
courts, and softball fields. Recently, a new section was 
added just past Carrier Park that heads south along the 
river towards Bent Creek. Directions: Take I-240 
W to Exit 1-B (Farmers Market, Hwy. 191). Turn left at the 
light and pass over I-240. Turn left at the very next light 
(I-240 E/ I-26 W) and stay in the right lane. Take Exit 1-C 
(Amboy Rd.). There are two parking areas along Amboy 
Rd.—Carrier Park is the first on your right; the French 
Broad River Park will be on your left a few miles down 
Amboy.

Float the French Broad: When it 
comes to a relaxing summer adventure, nothing 

beats a leisurely float and paddle down the French 
Broad River near Asheville.  Add in a few pit stops 
at some of the local watering holes and you’ve got 
yourself an adventure to remember.  We recommend 
launching at Hominy Creek Park before paddling down 
to the River Arts District where you can chain up the 
boats at the river access below the Haywood Bridge 
and make the short walk over to The Wedge Brewery 
for a taste of one of their signature Iron Rail IPAs. From 
the Wedge, head down the river through a series of 
shoals where the river picks up the pace a bit before 
the takeout at French Broad Outfitters located on 

the banks of the river where you’ll find great drinks, 
local beers and an outdoor area with grills, games and 
frequent live music.  Directions from Asheville: 
Take I-240 W to exit 1B (Brevard Rd.). Turn right off the 
ramp to an immediate left onto Shelburne Rd, then first left 
again onto Hominy Creek Rd. Best bets for taking out are 
at  The Wedge Brewery / 125B Roberts St. / 828-505-2792  
and French Broad Outfitters / 704 Riverside Dr.  /  (828) 
505-7371.

Go Climbing: If you are looking to do 
some climbing at one of the best known climbing 

establishments in Asheville, head over to Climbmax 
Climbing Center. Head indoors to test your moves on 
over 4000 square feet of climbing space. If you want 
to feel the sunshine while climbing, take a lap on their 
40 foot outdoor climbing wall. The good thing about 
this climbing gym is that it has a challenge for all types 
of climbers—beginners, advanced, kids, adults, etc.  Also, 
be sure to ask for Asheville’s own climbing guru—
Stuart Cowles. Directions: This is located in the heart 
of downtown on 43 Wall Street; one block over from the 
Grove Arcade.

Richmond Hill Park (Asheville):  
Located just minutes from downtown Asheville, 

Richmond Hill Park offers disc golfers and mountain 
bikers in Asheville an easy opportunity to get outdoors 
and into the woods. The park offers more than three 
miles (with plans to build more) of mountain biking 
on speedy singletrack trails with just enough technical 
difficulty to make things exciting. For disc golfers 
looking to test their skills, this 18-hole course nestled 
in a dense hardwood forest offers just such a challenge. 
While dogs are required to be on leash, we do consider 
this a ‘dog friendly’ adventure. After the adventure you 
are a mere 2 miles from downtown which means lots 

of local breweries. We like: Lexington Ave. Brewery 
for great beers and food with options for overnight 
lodging in the heart of downtown at Sweet Peas Hostel 
located upstairs.  39 N. Lexington Ave / 828-252-0212   
Directions from Asheville: Take I-240 W to exit 
4A/ I-26 W to exit 5A/I-26W. Stay right and exit on Hill St. 
exit. Turn left on Hill St., then turn right on Riverside Dr. 
Turn left on Pearson Bridge Rd.  and head .5 mile and take 
a right on Richmond Hill Dr. Follow for .5 mile and veer 
right at top of hill through neighborhood to dead-end at 
parking area.

Relax At A Spa: Shoji Retreat (96 Avondale 
Heights Rd. 828-299-1999): Japanese style outdoor hot 
tubs and cold plunges with mountain views.

Savor The Flavor: French Broad Chocolate 
Lounge’s tagline is “a sacred space for chocophiles.”After 
trying their liquid truffle, we think you will agree.  Don’t 
miss out on the hand-carfted artisanal chocalates and 
pastries at the French Broad Chocolate Lounge.

Local Brew: Head to the LAB to grab a great 
lunch and get started with their delicious brews before 
making your way to the South Slope’s  Brewery District 
to sample craft brews from some of Asheville’s up-
and-coming breweries. Bring in the weekend outdoors 
by heading to Highland Brewing on Friday afternoons 
where patrons will find live music, food trucks and a fun, 
family-friendly atmosphere in their large grassy field.

Killer Tunes: The Orange Peel is one of the 
most well respected live music venues in the Southeast 
and hosts big name acts and up and comers alike. The 
Grey Eagle brings great bands to their rustic stage 
for an intimate concert  experience that will have you 
reminscing about the great times for years to come.

Above  the

Base Camp 
in the Heart of the 

Blue Ridge Mountains
CLEAN AND COMFORTABLE • IN THE MIDDLE OF DOWNTOWN

KITCHEN • LIVING ROOM • BATHROOMS AND SHOWERS
LAUNDRY • WIFI • TV • STAFF IN RESIDENCE

Swee tPeasHos te l . com
Reservations     828.285.8488

23 Rank in  Ave  Ashev i l l e  NC 28801 

L E X AV E B R EW. C OM

Hand Crafted 
Beers and Casual

Comfort Food

82
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25
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12

Lexington Ave. Brewery

39 North Lexington Avenue, Asheville
LEXAVEBREW.COM

Perfect Weekend  
Adventure Guide

1/4 Page Ads (Stand-Alone)

31

regearnc.com

... ...

open seven days a week      828-386-6100     regearnc.com

a consignment gear shop specializing in the things you
need for being outdoors in the blue ridge mountains.

bikes, kayaks, boards, boots and all outdoor clothing.

camping accessories,  tents, backpacks and much more.

always accepting seasonal adventure gear for consignment

        
    967 Rivers Street Boone, North Carolina 

regearnc.com

Mixed Ad Page
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Craggy Pinnacle (Parkway North MP 364): Located on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway near Asheville, this is a moderate hike of around 1.4 miles total roundtrip. The 
hike begins at Craggy Dome parking area and heads up through changing scenery and 
a series of gnarled trees on a beautiful, rocky trail before gaining a beautiful view of the 
surrounding Blue Ridge Mountains after about half a mile. Hikers can continue on to find 
additional overlooks, including a grassy area with a bench, before heading on the stone 
summit for a 360-degree view. Directions from Asheville: Head north on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway for around 18 miles past the Craggy Gardens Picnic Area to the Craggy 
Dome parking area.  The trail starts on the left side of the parking lot behind the rock wall. 

Mt. Pisgah (Parkway South MP 407.6):  A steep hike with rewarding views, Mt. 
Pisgah is located off the Blue Ridge Parkway.  This 3 mile round-trip hike takes hikers to the 5,721’ 
summit of Mt. Pisgah, which includes 360 degree views, a nice wooden observation platform, and 
the intrigue of exploring the mountain-top tower. Directions from Asheville:  Access 
the Blue Ridge Parkway at the NC Arboretum off of Highway Highway 191, and head South.  The 
parking lot will be on the left at milepost 407.6 - head to the second lot at the back.

Skinny Dip Falls (Parkway South MP 417): This three-tiered waterfall along 
the Yellowstone Prong drops a total of 30 feet through a rocky bend in an ice-cold mountain 
stream. Perched on the edge of the tallest falls is a rock that juts over a deep plunge pool.  For 
a fun waterfall adventure hike, we definitely recommend the trek to this deep water swimming 
hole thanks to its close proximity to the Parkway.  We recommend working up a good sweat by 
exploring the nearby Mountains to Sea trail. Directions from Asheville:  Take 1-240W 
to I-26 E to Exit 33. Take a left on to NC 191 for 2 miles and turn right onto the Blue Ridge 
Parkway.  Head south on the Parkway (right turn) and drive 30+ miles to the Looking Glass Rock 
Overlook, milepost 417. The trail begins on the other side of the road.  Follow the trail about 400 
feet to the Mountains to Sea trail and turn left to falls.

Graveyard Fields Trail (Parkway South 418): A moderate 3.2-mile out and 
back hike through a high alpine valley with two picturesque waterfalls. Start the hike at the lower 
end of the parking area. Be sure to stop at the first viewing platform to catch a glimpse of the 
first waterfall. For additional hikes in the area, head to Black Balsam and tackle Sam Knob. 
This 2.2-mile out and back hike starts at 5,800 feet in elevation and ascends through a “Canadian” 
ecosystem of evergreen forests and expansive meadows until it reaches the double peak of Sam 
Knob at 6,050 feet. Many say the 360-degree view from this 6,000-foot bald mountain is the best 
in Western North Carolina. You can do an out and back hike on the Sam Knob trail or you can 
do a loop by adding the Flat Laurel Creek Trail. The loop will add another 3.5 miles to the total 
hike.  Directions: Head south on the Blue Ridge Parkway to milepost 418 to Graveyard 
Fields Overlook. For Sam Knob, head south on the Blue Ridge Parkway to milepost 420. Turn 
right on Forest Service Rd. 816 for 1.2 miles to the parking area. 

Mountains to Sea (Parkway North MP 380):  This trail parallels 
the Blue Ridge Parkway on the edge of Asheville offering trail runners easy access to 
extensive forest runs. From the Folk Art Center, head north for a steady climb up 
to the Haw Creek Overlook, or head south for an easier out and back over rolling 
terrain. Directions from Asheville:  Take I-240 E to Exit 7/Tunnel Rd./US 70. 
Take Tunnel Rd./US 70 E (left off the exit) for about 3 miles to the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
Take a right off Tunnel Rd./US 70 E to get on to the Parkway. At the stop sign turn right 
onto the Parkway. The Folk Art Center is about 1/4 mile on your left. Park there and 
look for the white Mountains to Sea trail blaze.

Shut In Trail (Asheville): This 16.3-mile trail starts near the N.C. Arboretum, 
and follows a section of the Mountains-to-Sea Trail.  With tough climbs and the long 
one-way mileage, most users opt for an out and back option, going whichever distance 
suits them.  If you have a way to leave a vehicle, then there are plenty of access points 
along the Blue Ridge Parkway, including at the end of the trail at the Mt. Pisgah parking 
lot. Directions from Asheville: Take I-240 W to I-26 E and get off on Exit 33, NC 
191/Brevard Rd. Turn left and head south on NC 191 for 2 miles to the Bent Creek Park 
lot on the left located beside the river. The trail starts by following the path through 
the bridge that will take you under the road. Once you cross the street, stay left and 
you’ll see the trailhead.

Historic Montford (Asheville):  Starting from the northern edge of 
downtown, the historic neighborhood of Montford is packed with century-old arts and 
crafts architecture as well as the Riverside Cemetery, a popular running destination 
with car-free paths passing by the gravesites of Asheville’s most prominent citizens, 
including Thomas Wolfe and O. Henry. Directions from Asheville:  This run 
is just north of downtown so a great parking spot is at the Asheville Chamber of 
Commerce which is located at 36 Montford Ave.  right off I-240 Exit 4C. 
 
Lover’s Leap Trail (Hot Springs): Part run, part steep hike, the 
Lover’s Leap Loop follows the Appalachian Trail from downtown Hot Springs, along 
the French Broad River, and climbs the ridge to Lover’s Leap rock overlooking the 
river and the surrounding mountains.  The beautiful view is well worth the effort.
Take Lover’s Leap Trail back down the ridge for a 2-mile loop.   Directions from 
Asheville: Take 1-26 W/US 19/23 N to Weaverville then US 25/ US 70 W to Hot Springs. 
If you park in town head north on Bridge Street and cross the bridge over the French Broad 
River. Be sure to follow the white Appalachian Trail blazes. After crossing the bridge step over 
the guard rail and follow the path to the street below. Continue to head up river following the 
AT blazes until the trail takes a sharp turn up the mountain.

Asheville Running Expert: Jus’ Running 
523 Merrimon Ave # 1,  Asheville, NC
 828-252-7867 || www.jusrunning.com

Asheville Hiking Expert: Mast General Store
15 Biltmore Avenue,  Asheville, NC 

(828) 232-1883 || www.maststore.com

Single-Column Partner
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Green’s Lick Trail (Asheville Mountain Biking): With 2.5 
miles of advanced single-track that drops 800 feet in a constant barrage of high 
berms and big jumps, Green’s Lick is a popular local favorite and one of the best 
Asheville bike rides. If you’re looking for a short ride around two hours, we 
recommend heading up Deer Lake Lodge, left on Wolf Branch, right on 479E, 
left on Ingles Field Gap, and stay straight at Five Points to North Boundary  
before bombing Green’s Lick down. Head right on 479C and left on Lower 
Sidehill to complete the loop. The options for longer mountain bike rides at 
Bent Creek are nearly endless, so if you’re in the mood for a full day of riding, 
you won’t be disappointed by the abundance of fun trails at Bent Creek.  We 
recommend heading by Liberty Bicycles to rent bikes, gear up and grab a map for a 
full day of exploring.   Directions from Asheville: Take I-240 W to I-26 E 
and get off on Exit 2, NC 191. Turn left and head south on NC 191 for 2 miles. Turn right 
at the stoplight onto Bent Creek Ranch Road and an almost immediate left on Wesley 
Branch Road. Continue about 2 miles. We like the parking lot off 479 (dirt road) just past 
the Hardtimes trailhead.

Ride The Blue Ridge (MP 388 to MP 417):  Roughly 27 miles of 
steady climbing on one of the most famous roads in America make this a must-do ride 
for cyclists in western North Carolina.  You’ll pass several impressive overlooks, pedal 
through a handful of tunnels (bring lights), and cap off the ride with a view of Looking 
Glass Rock, a towering dome of granite deep in Pisgah National Forest.  Turn around 
and enjoy the mostly downhill ride back to town. Directions from Asheville:  
Head south out of Asheville on McDowell St./US 25 S. This turns in to US 25 S/
Hendersonville Rd. just past the Biltmore Estate. Follow this all the way to the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. Once on the Parkway, park anywhere and head south.

Kitsuma Mountain Bike Trail (Black Mountain): This 
ride is a 10 mile loop with close to 2,200 feet of elevation change.  Located in the 
Pisgah National Forest, Kitsuma Trail is one of the most famous in the Asheville area. 
The ride starts with a serious lungbuster of a climb that challenges you with 14 
switchbacks. Don’t let the first  painful 15 minutes get in your head-the next 5 
miles consist of  epic and sometimes steep rolling singletrack on the ridgeline 
that ends with a fast and furious downhill in to the Old Fort picnic area. Take 
the Point Lookout Trail (closed to cars) and savor the views of the opposing 
mountain you just conquered. If you’re feeling fresh, drop in and do it all again or 
make your way to nearby Heartbreak Ridge, one of the area’s longest downhill 
trails.   Directions from Asheville: Take I-40 East for about 16 miles to the 
Ridgecrest exit (the exit just past Black Mtn). Turn left off the exit, cross bridge, then turn 
right at stop sign. Head about 1 mile to stop sign. Go straight and parking for trailhead is 
about 1/4 mile on your left.

Asheville Biking Expert: Liberty Bikes
1378 Hendersonville Rd,  Asheville, NC

 (828) 274-2453  ||  libertybikes.com

Trace Ridge Trail (Mills River Mountain Biking): This ride is 
one of the most exciting and continuous stretches of ridgeline riding around. The 3.1-
mile dsescent drops 1,300-feet through the Pisgah National Forest in the North Mills 
River  Recreation area and offers up great views in winter months. It will be hard to 
take in the views on this ride though as this is a trail that is screaming fast. Because 
of its popularity, use caution and be ready to hit the brakes not only for the 
steep rock drops and boulder-strewn guillies, but also for hikers who frequently 
walk up the trail.  After ripping down Trace Ridge, riders who still have energy 
left in the tank can opt to head out the “Never-Ending Road” where they’ll 
find additional trails, including the fast and fun Spencer Branch Trail that was 
recently re-worked thanks to the efforts of Pisgah Area SORBA. At the bottom of 
Spencer Branch, head further out the Never Ending Road to access Fletcher Creek or 
cross the road to continue ripping down Lower Spencer Branch. Directions from 
Asheville: Head south out of Asheville on I-26 to exit 40/Airport Road. Take a right and 
head toward Brevard/Mills River for 4 miles to a right on North Mills River Road and follow 
until you reach the N. Mills Campground. Before driving through the campground turn right on 
to FS 5000.  FS 5000 quickly becomes a dirt road, follow it for approximately 1.2 miles.  Bear left 
on to FS 142 and cross the concrete dam for .5 miles until FS 142 ends at the Trace Ridge trail 
head.  The ride starts by going back down the gravel road and continue climbing Wash Creek 
Road to a left onto the gated Spencer Branch Road to a left onto Trace Ridge.  Near the crest, 
Spencer Branch breaks right for an easier descent. 

Ride Elk Mountain (Asheville, Road Ride):  The quintessential road 
ride for Asheville cyclists is the Elk Mountain Scenic Highway and it definitely packs a 
punch. This challenging ride begins with a steep climb up Elk Mountain before mellowing 
out as the road passes through open fields with great views of the valley below. Take a 
break at Buzzard Rock before heading south to catch the Blue Ridge Parkway (right to 
Town Mountain Rd.) for a fast descent back to town. Complete the loop via Charlotte 
St. north to Kimberly Ave. past the Grove Park Inn. Directions from Asheville: 
From downtown take Merrimon Ave. N 2 miles. Turn right on Beaverdam Rd at Ingles 
grocery store and head out Beaverdam Road for 2 miles to Elk Mountain Scenic Highway 
on the left.

Double-Column Partner
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ocated in the Catawba River 
Valley in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, Burke County 
is situated in the rolling landscape 

of western North Carolina and is home to 
some of the area’s best outdoor adventure 
destinations. Get started in Morganton, 
where you can gear up for adventure at 
CBS Sports and finish the day by checking 
out the many restaurants and breweries 
that are helping breathe new life into the 
city’s downtown district. With adventure 
destinations like the Linville Gorge to the 
north, Lake James to the West and South 
Mountain State Park to the south and 
numerous great adventures to be found 
right in the heart of Morganton, there is 
something for everyone in Burke County. 

Lake James State Park: Tucked 
beneath the towering summit of Shortoff Mountain 

and the Linville Gorge, Lake James State Park offers visitors 
a number of outdoor adventure opportunities. With more 
than 150 miles of mostly wooded, scenic shoreline, the 
lake is a great destination for fishing, paddling and boating.  
Access areas include boat launches at Black Bear Boat 
Access Area, Linville Access Area, and Hidden Cove Access 
Area. The newest portion, Paddy’s Creek, spans over 3,000 
acres including canoe rentals and a large public swimming 
and beach area.  

South Mountain State Park: The 
largest state park in N.C. with over 20,000 acres 

offering equestrian trails, backpacking, trout fishing and the 
impressive High Shoals waterfall cascading 80-feet into the 
Jacob Fork River.

Catawba River: Below Linville Dam on 
Lake James, the Catawba River flows through scenic 

woodlands, around islands, and over a series of small 
and exciting rapids until it reaches the nearby town of 
Morganton. The river features beautiful scenery with clean, 
cold and clear water along with a number of class II rapids 
that provide a good challenge for beginning canoeists and 
kayakers. 

Bean Stalk Journey: Zip-line Tree-
Top Canopy Tour at Catawba Meadows Park 

with numerous ziplines, rope bridges, and a new Free-Fall 
attraction.

Paddy’s Creek: Around 15 miles of 
singletrack mountain bike trails are now open at the nearby 

Paddy’s Creek Area on Lake James, which encompasses 
more than 30 miles of shoreline on the 6,812-acre lake.

Apple Hill Orchard and Cider Mill: 
Pick your own apples, purchase fresh cider and other 

baked apple goodies at this local apple orchard that offers 
wagon rides through the orchard and apple picking from late 
August through October.

Linville Gorge: Head out on a guided 
overnight backpacking trip with Hike More 

Adventures, a full-service, and fully licensed guide service 
that help make sure you get the most out of your adventure 
and navigate the Wilderness Area safely.

The Catawba River: The tailrace below 
Lake James flows east to the Atlantic Ocean and is the 

only Special Regulated Trout Waters in NC. We recommend 
linking up with a local guide for more info. View options at 
Burke County website.

Local Brew: Enjoy the local offerings from up-
and-coming brewery Fonta Flora, whose brewers 

take a unique approach to incorporating natural elements 
into their tasty beverages, or check out Morganton’s original 
brewery, Catawba Brewing and stick around for live music 
and a fun time in their large space.

Getting There: Head to the Burke County 
Visitor’s Center in downtown Morganton (110 

E. Meeting St., Morganton, NC) to get the scoop on 
these and other great adventures and activities in and 
around Morganton. For driving directions, download 
our app, The WNC Adventure Guide, for turn-by-turn 
naviagation right from your phone.  
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CAMPING
BOONE

FIND YOUR 
PERFECT SPOT 

Ready to pitch a tent or get 
settled in your RV? Find 
info on a few of our favorite 
WNC campgrounds below 
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LAKE LUREBRYSON CITY CHEROKEE
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HAVE THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE IN

Chimney Rock State Park is like a backpack stuffed full 
of surprises. From native wildlife and diverse vegetation, 
to educational trails and exquisite views, the park inspires 
and delivers at every turn, crook and corner. A number 
of trails offer strikingly different takes on the park.  
Hickory Nut Falls trail winds through the forest to the 
second highest natural falls east of the Mississippi River.  
Take the Exclamation Point trail to reach the highest 
point in the park at 2,480 feet, where a spectacular  
view of Hickory Nut Gorge unfolds before you.

Make a splash or build a sandcastle at Lake Lure 
Beach, kayak down the mighty Broad River, go on 
a safari in downtown Rutherfordton, or reminise 
at Bennett Classic Car Museum in Forest City. So 
many choices it’s hard to pick what to do first.

Chimney Rock State Park

Jump in to Family Fun

From the lake to rivers, just show up ready to 
land a nice catch and our local guides will bring 
all the gear and the boats needed to make your 
fishing dreams come true.

Here Fishy, Fishy
Buffalo Creek Park is 
known for being one of 
the best biking trails in 
western North Carolina.

Bike It
Over 1,500 bouldering 
problems at Chimney 
Rock. Which will you 
solve first?

Climb It
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Total Cost: $2000
Total Cost: $1050 Total Cost: $750

ADVENTURE CATEGORY PARTNERS: WEB COMPONENT

3Chuck Lee/828 230 4510     |     chuck@advguides.com

Market Specific Sponsorship Packages

Sponsorship Rates
Full Run Sponsorship Packages

Full Page Package
•	 One	full	page	ad	unit	(8.5ʹʹ x 11ʹʹ)
 on print and web versions of the
 guide. Includes all 160,000 print
 copies.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local
 Resources section that will include
 a company logo, description and
 contact info.
•	 Web	banner	(543 x 186 pixels) on
 the front door of the market of
 your choice.
Total Cost:  $5000

Half Page Package
•	 One	half	page	ad	unit	(8.5ʹʹ x
 5.5ʹʹ) on print and web versions of
 the guide. Includes all 160,000
 print copies.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local
 Resources section that will include
 a company logo, description and
 contact info.
Total Cost:  $2600

Quarter Page Package
•	 One	quarter	page	ad	unit	(4.25ʹʹ x
 5.5ʹʹ) on print and web versions of
 the guide. Includes all 160,000
 print copies.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local
 Resources section that will include
 a company logo, description and
 contact info.
Total Cost:  $1400

Adventure Category 
Sponsorship Package

•	 Presenting sponsor of one 
 adventure on print and web —Best  
 Hiking Adventures presented by   
 “xxxx”. This includes one 
 prominent, large logo at the top of  
 the page.

•	 One	ad	unit	(3.8ʹʹ x 4ʹʹ) on print   
 and web versions of the guide
 within your preferred section and   
 premium placement at top of page.
 Includes 40,000 print copies in the   
 market of your choice.
•	 Web	ad	unit	(333 x 186 pixels)   
 within your sponsored content 

 section and Local Resources 
 category.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local	Re	 	
 sources section that will include a   
 company logo, description and   
 contact info.

Total Cost:  $1430

Half Page Package
•	 One	half	page	ad	unit	(8.5ʹʹ x 5.5ʹʹ)  
 on print and web versions of the   
 guide. Includes 40,000 print copies  
 in the market of your choice.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local		 	
 Resources section that will include  
 a company logo, description and   
 contact info.
Total Cost:  $1300

Quarter Page Package
•	 One	quarter	page	ad	unit	(4.25ʹʹ x   
 5.5ʹʹ) on print and web versions of   
 the guide. Includes 40,000 print
 copies in the market of your   
 choice.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local	
 Resources section that will include  
 a company description and contact  
 info.
Total Cost:  $950

Eighth Page Package
•	 One	eighth	page	ad	unit	(4.25ʹʹ   
 x 2.25ʹʹ) on the Local Map page on
 print and web versions of the
 guide. Includes 40,000 print copies
 in the market of your choice.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local		 	
 Resources section that will include
 a company description and contact  
 info.
Total Cost:  $800

Each general advertiser (full page, half page, quarter page & sixth page) will receive the following web package as part of 
their annual membership to the Adventure Collective. 
 

•  Featured listing in the online Local              
      Resources section that will include    
 contact info, logo, website link, video
      and general business information.

     

•   Exclusive featured sponsorship of one or more regional 
adventure categories.  Featured adventure category 
sponsorship gives your business expert status in the 
sponsored category for your region (ex. Boone Hiking 
Expert)  and locks out the competition. 
   
This section of the guide is exclusive in there is only one 
available sponsorship for each category in print and online 
for each geographic region or area.

   
•  One ad unit  in print and web versions of the guide 
within  your preferred section and premium ad placement 
at bottom of page. 

•    Web ad at top of sidebar, large ad in category, and 
“Local Expert” box with phone number, link to website and 
info in all related adventure content, as well as business 
info added to our online Local  Resources with logo, 
description, video, website link and contact info. 

ADVERTORIALS

3Chuck Lee/828 230 4510     |     chuck@advguides.com

Market Specific Sponsorship Packages

Sponsorship Rates
Full Run Sponsorship Packages

Full Page Package
•	 One	full	page	ad	unit	(8.5ʹʹ x 11ʹʹ)
 on print and web versions of the
 guide. Includes all 160,000 print
 copies.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local
 Resources section that will include
 a company logo, description and
 contact info.
•	 Web	banner	(543 x 186 pixels) on
 the front door of the market of
 your choice.
Total Cost:  $5000

Half Page Package
•	 One	half	page	ad	unit	(8.5ʹʹ x
 5.5ʹʹ) on print and web versions of
 the guide. Includes all 160,000
 print copies.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local
 Resources section that will include
 a company logo, description and
 contact info.
Total Cost:  $2600

Quarter Page Package
•	 One	quarter	page	ad	unit	(4.25ʹʹ x
 5.5ʹʹ) on print and web versions of
 the guide. Includes all 160,000
 print copies.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local
 Resources section that will include
 a company logo, description and
 contact info.
Total Cost:  $1400

Adventure Category 
Sponsorship Package

•	 Presenting sponsor of one 
 adventure on print and web —Best  
 Hiking Adventures presented by   
 “xxxx”. This includes one 
 prominent, large logo at the top of  
 the page.

•	 One	ad	unit	(3.8ʹʹ x 4ʹʹ) on print   
 and web versions of the guide
 within your preferred section and   
 premium placement at top of page.
 Includes 40,000 print copies in the   
 market of your choice.
•	 Web	ad	unit	(333 x 186 pixels)   
 within your sponsored content 

 section and Local Resources 
 category.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local	Re	 	
 sources section that will include a   
 company logo, description and   
 contact info.

Total Cost:  $1430

Half Page Package
•	 One	half	page	ad	unit	(8.5ʹʹ x 5.5ʹʹ)  
 on print and web versions of the   
 guide. Includes 40,000 print copies  
 in the market of your choice.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local		 	
 Resources section that will include  
 a company logo, description and   
 contact info.
Total Cost:  $1300

Quarter Page Package
•	 One	quarter	page	ad	unit	(4.25ʹʹ x   
 5.5ʹʹ) on print and web versions of   
 the guide. Includes 40,000 print
 copies in the market of your   
 choice.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local	
 Resources section that will include  
 a company description and contact  
 info.
Total Cost:  $950

Eighth Page Package
•	 One	eighth	page	ad	unit	(4.25ʹʹ   
 x 2.25ʹʹ) on the Local Map page on
 print and web versions of the
 guide. Includes 40,000 print copies
 in the market of your choice.
•	 Inclusion	in	the	online	Local		 	
 Resources section that will include
 a company description and contact  
 info.
Total Cost:  $800

•   Our one and two-page destination guides provide an 
in-depth look at attractions and destinations across the 
Carolinas. These mini-guides profile attractions such as 
Ziplines, Adventure Parks, specific geographic areas and 
other types of attractions.
   
These guides include advertorial content written by our 
team of writers with assistance from the staff of the attractions

we profile in the guide. In addition to photos, writeup 
and contact information, these mini-guides also include 
an assortment of ad options. Online, our mini-guides 
include additional information and adventures that go 
well beyond what readers will find in the guide with direct 
links throughout to increase click through traffic to the 
attraction’s own website.  In 2017, we will also be offering 
an optional video package. Inquire if interested. 

AD DESCRIPTIONS

GENERAL ADVERTISING:  WEB COMPONENT

•  Small logo ad in sidebar rotator on  
      web.

•  Featured listing on our free mobile app.
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PAYMENT

We are committed to making it easy for our local partners to work 
with us as we work on their behalf to help drive more local business 
to their locations. As part of our continued committment to doing 
this, we’re rolling out a new payment plan to help make joining the 
Adventure Collective as cost effective as possible for every business.

12
Payments

25%
down to secure ad space

25%
upon printing

5%
each month

5%
discount for  ful l

payment
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